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UM MUSIC PROFESSOR RECEIVES BESSIE AWARD 
MISSOULA—
When Stephen Kalm moved from New York City to Missoula to teach music at The 
University of Montana, he didn’t leave his professional singing career behind.
Kalm, now in his fourth year of teaching at UM, has not only continued performing with 
a New York ensemble, but has earned one of the most prestigious awards in the industry for his 
talent.
The associate professor was in Portugal in September performing “The Politics of Quiet” 
with the Meredith Monk Vocal Ensemble when the group learned it had received a New York 
Dance and Performance Award. The award, popularly known as a “Bessie,” is the dance and 
performance equivalent of the Tony Awards for Broadway and the Obie Awards for off- 
Broadway.
“It was quite gratifying,” Kalm said. “It’s a very exciting award.”
Kalm’s award, framed and hanging on the wall in his Music Building office, lists each 
cast member of the production. The award calls the ensemble “a true family of voice and 
character, the singing populace of the virtual village that is Meredith Monk’s imagination in 
‘The Politics of Quiet.’”
The ongoing production, which Kalm describes as “an opera, a theater piece or a staged 




1996. The ensemble went on to perform “The Politics of Quiet” in France and the United 
States, as well as Portugal.
Monk’s pieces are hard to define, Kalm said, because they cross genres, including 
dance, drama and music.
“Her work transcends and defies those conventions,” he said. “Her work provokes 
interest among artists of many disciplines.”
“The Politics of Quiet,” which explores technology’s effects on society, has roles for 10 
performers. Kalm’s character, known as “The Man in the White Vest,” has a variety of scenes, 
including singing and dancing and both comic and serious moments as he relates to the other 
characters. All told, he is on stage for 90 minutes.
With his background of traditional training as an opera singer, Kalm enjoys working on 
Monk’s productions. Her work, which draws on diverse traditions such as western, eastern, 
abstract and minimalist, gives him the opportunity to keep learning.
“It’s a wonderful stretching of my abilities,” he said. “It really expands my experience 
and colors my approach to all my work in a positive way.”
Kalm also finds the experience of rehearsing and learning new things to be helpful in his 
“other life” as a teacher.
“It makes me a better teacher to go through a similar process as what I’m asking my 
students to do,” he said. “It helps me keep in contact with their process. I think that’s really the 
essence of being an artist-teacher.”
Successfully blending the roles of artist and teacher — in addition to his responsibilities 
as a husband and father -- can be a challenge.
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“It's hard to teach full time and sing professionally full time and be the parent of a 2- 
y ear-old,” he said.
But he manages to find the time to devote to “Politics” and three other Monk creations -- 
a concert of works, a celebration service and an opera called “Atlas” -- as well as several local 
productions. In February-, Kalm will direct the music for a Montana Repertory Theater 
production, “Swingtime Canteen,” and perform a recital of UM operatic duets with UM 
colleague Anne Basinski.
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